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of the American people, after her husband, a gentle, sympathetic
figure, had died without even achieving his life's dream, a
modern laboratory.
Yet these individuals did far more for the reputation of the
country than all the Louis, Napoleons or Boulangers of the past
or future. It is perhaps a mistake to oppose these genius exiles
to the rest of the French people, since they represent just one
side of the spirit and soul of France, as a Louis XI, the executor
in the internal affairs of the country of this national spirit arising
from the nebulous mysticism of a Joan of Arc, or an aggressive
Louis XIVs the executor of this same spirit in foreign affairs,
with its inherent tendency to stretch beyond national frontiers,
burning Nancy and Heidelberg and conquering Alsace, repre-
sented another side of the spirit and soul of France; and it is
precisely this variety in the intellectual and spiritual tempera-
ment of the people that makes the beauty of an ever-effervescent
France.
In the same way the minds of a v. Kleist, a Holderlin or a
Morike, with their wonderful poetay, are an emanation from one
and the same Germany whose paramount thought has ever been
Europe, before the realisation of this dream in modern history
was attempted by means which people are pleased, in creating
another " myth ", to call *' Prussian ". It has been forgotten
that the Austrian-Spaniard Charles V was the first to think in
terms of world conquest, and that another Austrian took up this
dream of madness at a time when economic and political con-
ditions were such that it appeared as an almost logical conclu-
sion. It has been forgotten, too, that Heine and Boerne levied
their attacks chiefly against the Metternich system in Austria and
Germany, and not solely against Prussia. Indeed, at that time,
Prussia had not yet attained predominance among the German
states left over in a state of political effervescence after the dis-
integration of the Rdmisches Reich Deutscher Nation. Prussia,
before taking over from Austria the lead in reaction, was for a
short period, after the defeat of 1806, almost Liberal, with vom
Stein's reforms and the freedom of the peasants, with Rahel von
Varnhagen's salon, with the opening of Berlin University in
1810, and with Alexander von Humboldt, that great humanist
philosopher and philosemite.
The reactionary spirit in Germany was always represented by
Hapsburg Austria, which produced a Metternich and a Spiel-
berg, a fortress even more forbidding than the Schliisselburg or
the Bastille. This fact makes the national policy adopted by the
small Danubian states more comprehensible; freed compara-